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S E R M ON 
On 10 0 R. XII. 23. 1 
« That there might be no Schiſm in the Body.“ 


1. | bn there be any word in the Fnpliſh tongue as 


ambiguous and indeterminate in its meaning as 
the word Church, it is one that is nearly allied to it, 


namely the word Schiſm, It has been the ſubject of 
innumerable diſputes, for ſeveral hundred years: and 


almoſt innumerable books have been written concern- 
ing it, in every part of the Chriſtian world, A very 


large ſhare of thele have been publiſhed in our country: 


particularly during the laſt century, and the beginning 
of the preſent, And perſons of the ſtrongeſt under- 


ſtanding, and the moſt conſummate learning, have 
_ exhauſted all their {ſtrength upon the queſtion, both iu 


converſation and writing. This has appeared to be 
more neceſſary than ever, ſince the grand ſeparation of 
the Reformed from the Romiſh Church. This is a 
charge which the members of that Church never fail 
to bring againit all that ſeparate from her: and which 
conſequently has employed the thoughts and pens of 
the moſt able diſputants on both fides. And thoſe of 
each ſide have generally, when they entered into the 
field, been ſecure of victory: ſuppohng the ſtrength 
of their arguments were ſo great, that it was impoſſible 
for reaſonable men to reſiſt them. | * 
2. But it is obſervable that exceeding little good*has 


been done by all theſe controverſies. Very few of the 
warmeſt and ableſt diſputants, have been able to con- 


vince their opponents, After all that could be ſaid, 
the Papiſts are Papiſts, and the Proteſtants are Pro- 
teſtants ſtill, And the ſame ſucceſs has attended thoſe 
who have ſo vehemently diſputed about Separation 
from the Church of England, Thoſe who ſeparated 

from her were eagerly charged with Schiſm - they as 


eagerly denied the charge. And ſcarce any were able 


10 eee their opponents, either on one ſide or the 
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3. One great reaſon why this Controverſy has been 


ſo unprofitable, why ſo few of either ſide have been 
convinced, is this: they ſeldom agreed as to the mean- 


ing of the word concerning which they difputed: and 


if they did not fix the meaning of this, if they did 
not define the term; before they began dilputing about 
iz, they might continue the difpute to their lives end 
without getting one ſtep forward; without coming a 
jot nearer to each other than when they firſt ſet out. 

4. Yet it muit be a point of conſiderable importance, 
or St. Paul would not have ſpoken ſo ſeriouſly of it. 
It is therefore highly needful that we ſhould conſider, 

Firſt, the Nature, and | 

Secondly, the Evil of it. * 

I. 1. It is the more needful to do this, becauſe 
among the numberleſs books that have been written 
upon the ſubjett, both by Romaniſts and Proteſtants, 
it is difficult to find any that define it in a ſcriptural 
manner, The whole body of Roman Catholics define 
Schiſm, A Separation from the Church of Rome: and 
almoſt all our own writers define it, A Separation 


from the Church of England. Thus both the one and G 


the other ſet out wrong, and ſtumble at the very 
threſhold, This will eafily appear to any that calmly 
conſider the ſeveral texts wherein the word Schiſm 


occurs, From the whole tenor of which it is manifeſt. 


that it is not a ſeparation from any Church (whether 
General or Particular, whether the Catholic, or an 
National Church) but a ſeparation in a Church, $ 


2. Let us begin with the firſt verſe, wherein St. 


Paul makes uſe of the word. It is the tenth verſe of 
the firſt chapter of his firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
The words are, „1 beſeech you, brethren, by the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 
thing, and that there be no ſchiſms, (the original word 
is y1opars) among you,” Can any thing be more 
plain, than that the ſchiſms here ſpoken of, were not 
ſeparations, from, but diviſions in the Church of 
Corinth? Accordingly it follows, “ But that ye be 


perfectly united together, in the ſame mind, and in ] 


the ſame judgment.” You fee here, that an union in 
mind and judgment was the diret oppoſite to the Co- 
rinthian Schiſm, This conſequently was not a Sepa- 
ration from the Church or Chriſtian Society at Corinth; 


but a Separation in the Church; a diſunion in mind | 


. 
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and judgment (perhaps alſo in affection) among thoſe 


who notwithitanding this, continued outwardly united 


as before. 
3. Of what nature this Schiſm at Corinth was, is 


ſtill more clearly determined, (if any thing can be 


more clear) by the words that immediately follow. 
Now this I ſay — This is the ſchiſm of which I ſpeak, 
you are divided into ſeparate parties: ſome of you 


; ſpeaking in favour of one, ſome of another Preacher, 


Every one of you ſaith, ver. 12, © I am of Paul, and 
I of Apollos, and I of Cephas (or Peter.) Who 
then does not ſee, that the ſchiſm for which the Apoſtle 
here reproves the Corinthians, is neither more nor leſs, 
than the ſplitting into ſeveral parties, as they gave the 


preference to one or another Preacher? And this 


{ſpecies of ſchiſm there will be occaſion to guard againſt 
in every Religious Community. ER. 


4. The ſecond place where the Apoſtle uſes this 


word, is in the 18th verſe of the 11th chapter of this 


epiſtle. When ye come together in the Church, 
(the Chriſtian Congregation,) I hear that there are 


| divifions{the original word here alſo is yopara ſchi/ms) 
among you.” But what were theſe ichiſms? * The 


Apoſtle immediately tells you (ver. 20.) When you 


come together, | proſeſſing your defign is] to cat the 


Lord's-Supper, every one taketh before another his 
own ſupper,” as if it were a common meal. What 
then was the Schiſm? It ſeems in doing this, they 
divided into little parties, which cheriſhed anger and 
reſentment one againſt another, even at that ſolemn 
ſeaſon, TRE | | 

5. May it not be obſerved (to make a little digreſſion 
here, for the ſake of thoſe who are troubled with need- 
leſs ſcruples' on this head) that the fin which the 
Apoſtle charges on the communicants at Corinth in 
this chapter, is uſually quite miſunderſtood, It was 
preciſely this and nothing elle, The taking one before 


another his own ſupper : and in ſuch a ſhocking manner, 


that while one was hungry, another was drunken, By 


doing this, he ſays, ye eat and drink (not damnation ; 
a vile miſtranſlation of the word, but) judgment, tem- 
poral judgment to yourſelves; which ſometimes ſhort- 


ened their lives. For this cauſe — For ſinning in this 


vile manner, many ame fick and weak among you. Ob- 
Terve here, two things: Firſt, What was the fin of 
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the Corinthians? Mark it well and remember it. Tt 
was taking one before another his own ſupper, ſo that 
while one was hungry another was drunken, Secondly, 
What was the puniſhment? It was bodily weakneſs 
and ſickneſs, which without repentance might end in 
death, But what is this to zou ? You cannot commit 


their fin: therefore you cannot incur their puniſhment, 


6. But to return, It deſerves to be ſeriouſly remark- 
ed, that, in this chapter, the Apoſtle uſes the word 
Hereſies as exactly equivalent with the word Schi/ms, 
1 hear, (ſays he, ver. 18.) that there are ſchiſms 
among you, and I partly believe it:“ (he then adds, 
ver. 19. For there muſt be hereſies (another word 
for the ſame thing) among you, that they which are 
approved among you, may be made manifeſt.” As if 
he had ſaid, „The wiſdom of Gop permits it ſo to 


be, for this end, for the clearer manifeſtation of thoſe _ 


whoſe heart is right with him,” This word, therefore, 
{Hereſy) which has been ſo ſtrangely diſtorted for 
many centuries, as if it meant Erroneous Opinions, 


Opinions contrary to the Faith delivered to the Saints, 


which has been made a pretence for deſtroying Cities, 
depopulating Countries and ſhedding ſeas of innocent 


blood, has not the leaſt reference to opinions, Whether 


right or wrong. It ſimply means, wherever it occurs 
in ſcripture, Diviſions, or Parties an a religious Com- 
munity. | be | 

7. The third, and the only remaining place in this 
Epiſtle, wherein the Apoltle uſes this word, 1s the 
tiwenty-fifth verſe of the twelfth chapter; where ſpeak. 
ing of the Church (he ſeems to mean the Church 
Univerſal, the whole body of Chriſt) he obſerves, 


« Gol hath tempered the body together, having given 


more abundant honour to that part which lacked, that 
there might be no ſchiſm in the body,“ ver, 24 23. 
He immediately fixed the meaning of his own words, 


But that the members might have the ſame care ne 
for another: and whether one member ſuffer, all the 


members ſuffer with it, or one member be honoured, 
all the members rejoice with it,” We may eaſily ob- 
ſerve, that the word Schiſm here means, the want of 
this tender care for each other, It undoubtedly means 
an alienation of affection in any of them toward their 
brethren; a diviſion of heart; and parties ſpringing 
- therefrom - 
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Chriſtians,” There is no abfurdity in taking the wor 
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therefrom, though they were till outwardly united to- 
gether: though they ſtill continued members of the 
fame external Society, | | 

8. But there ſeems to be one conſiderable objection 
againſt the ſuppoſing Hereſy and Schiſm to mean the 
ſame thing, It is faid, St, Peter, in the ſecond cha 


ter of his ſecond Epiſtle, takes the word Hereſies in 


quite a different ſenſe, His words are, ver, 1, „ There 
ſhall be among you falſe teachers, who will bring in 
damnable (or deſtrutiive) herefies, denying the Lord 
that bought them.” It does by no means appear, that 
St, Peter here takes the word Hereſies in any other 
ſenſe than St. Paul does. Even in this paſſage it does 
not appear to have any reference to opinions good or 


bad. Rather it means, They will bring in, or occa- 


ſion, deſtructive parties, or ſects (lo it is rendered in 
the common French tranſlation) who deny the Lord that 
bought them: ſuch Sects now ſwarm throughout the 
Chriſtian world, XX | : 

9. I ſhall be thankful to any one who will point to 
me any other place in the inſpired writings, where this 
word Schiſm is to be found, I remember only theſe. 
three, And it is apparent to every impartial Reader, 
that it does not in any of theſe mean, a Separation 
from any Church or Body of Chriſtians, whether 
with or without cauſe, So that the immenſe pains 
which have been taken both by Papiſts and Proteſtants, 
in writing whole volumes againſt Schiſm, as a Separa- 


tion, whether from the Church of Rome, or from the 


Church of England, exerting all their ſtrength, and 
bringing all their learning, have been employed to 
mighty little purpoſe, They have been fighting with 


ſhadows of their own raiſing : violently combating a 


fin, which had no exiſtence, but in their own imagina- 
tion, which is not once forbidden, no nor once men- 


tioned either in the Old or New Teſtament, 


10. „But is there no fin reſembling what ſo many 


learned and pious writers have termed Schiſm? and 
againſt which all the members of Religious Communi- 


ties have need to be carefully guarded?” I do not 


doubt but there is; and I cannot tell, whether this 
too, may not in a remote ſenſe be called Schifm. I 


mean, A cauſeleſs Separation from a body of living 


In 
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in this ſenſe (though it be not ſtrictly ſcriptural.) And 
it 1s certain, all the members of Chriſtian Communities 
ſhould be carefully guarded againſt it; For how little 
a thing ſoever it may ſeem, and how innocent ſcever 
it may be accounted, Schiſm, even in this ſenſe, is both 
evil in itſelf, and productive of evil conſequences. 

11, It is evil in itſelf, To ſeparate ourſelves from 


a body of living Chriſtians, with whom we were before 


united, is a grievous breach of the law of Love. It 


is the nature of Love to unite us together : and the 


greater the Love, the ſtricter the Union, And while 
this continues in its ſtrength, nothing can divide thoſe 
whom love has united, It is only when our love grows 
cold, that we can think of ſeparating ſrom our brethren. 
And this 1s certainly the caſe with any, who willing:y 


ſeparate from their Chriſtian Brethren. The pretences 


for Separation may be innumerable; but want of Love 
is always the real cauſe; otherwiſe they. would till 
hold the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, It 
is therefore contrary to all thoſe commands of Gon, 
wherein brotherly Love is enjoined; to that of St, 
Paul, „Let brotherly love continue: that of St, 
John, „My beloved children, love one another: 
and eſpecially to that of our bleſſed Maſter, © This is my 
commandment, that ye love one another, as I have 
loved you.“ Yea, by this, ſaith he, ſhall men know that 
ye are my diſciples, if ye love one another. 


12. And as luch a Separation is evil in itſelf, being 
a grievous breach of brotherly love, ſo it brings forth 
evil fruit; it 1s naturally productive of the molt mis- 
chievous conſequences, It ove a door to all unkind 

tempers, both in ourſelves and ethers, It leads directly 
to a whole train of evil-ſurmiſings, to ſevere and un- 
charitable judging of each other, It gives occaſion to 
offence, to anger and reſentment, perhaps in ourſelves 
as well as in our Brethren, which, if not preſently 
ſtopped, may iſſue in bitterneſs, malice and ſettled 
hatred; creating a preſent hell wherever they are found, 
is a prelude to hell eternal, 85 
13. But the ill confequences of even this ſpecies of 
?3hiſm, do not terminate in the heart, Evil tempers 


zannot long remain within, before they are productive 


F out ward fruit. Out of the abundance of the heart 
dhe mouth ſpeaketh. As he whoſe heart is full of 


eue, openeth his mouth with wiſdom, and in his lips 


there 
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4 there is the law of kindneſs; ſo he whoſe heart is full 
fleof prejudice, anger, ſuſpicion, or any unkind temper, 
will ſurely open his mouth in a manner correſponding 
with the diſpoſition of his mind, And hence will 
h ariſe, if not lying and flandering (which yet will 
hardly be avoided) bitter words, talebearing, back- 
biting, and evil ſpeaking of every kind. | 
14. From evil words, from talebearing, backbiting, 
It and evil ſpeaking, how many evil works will naturally - 
flow? Anger, Jealouſy, Envy, wrong tempers of 
every kind, do not vent themſelves merely in words, _ 
fs but puſh men continually to all kind of ungodly and 
Zunrighteous actions. A plentiful harveſt of all the 


4 works of darkneſs, may be expected to ſpring from 
” Fthis ſource: whereby in the end thouſands of ſouls, 
5 and not a few of thoſe who once walked in the light, 
's ef Gop's countenance, may be turned from the way 


1 of peace, and finally drowned in everlaſting perdition. 
It 13. Well then might our bleſſed Lord ſay, Woe unto 
the world becauſe of offences. Yet it muſt needs be, that 


D, 3% : ; 
* offences will come: yea, abundance of them will neces- 
t {ary ariſe, when a breach of this ſort is made, in any 
„ religious community; while they that leave it endea- 
ty gyour to juſtify themſelves, by cenſuring thoſe they ſe- 


parate from; and theſe, on the other hand, retort the 
charge, and ſtrive to lay the blame on them. But how 
2? mightily does all this altercation grieve the nog Spirit 
of GOD? How does it hinder his mild and gentle 
ht operation in the ſouls both of one and the other? 
„ Hereſies and Schiſms, (in the ſcriptural ſenſe of thoſe _ 


2 . 
oO 


oa + 


4 F words) will ſooner or later be the conſequence: parties 
ly will be formed on one and the other fide, whereby the 
u love of many will wax cold. The hunger and. thirſt 


to © after righteouſneſs, after either the favour or the full 
es ©{ image of Gop, together with the longing delires, 
ly 2 wherewith ſo many were filled, of promoting the work 
d of God in the ſouls of their brethren, will grow lan- 
d, Z guid, and as offences increaſe, will gradually die away. 
And as the fruit of the Spirit withers away, the works * 
of F the Fleſh will again prevail; to the utter deſtruction, 
rs Þ firſt of the power, and then of the very form of Re. 
>... ligion, Theſe conſequences are not imaginary, are + 
rt not built on mere conjectures but on plain matter of 
of fact. This has been the caſe again and again, within 
ps | theſe laſt thirty or forty years; theſe have po: the 
| | ruits 


1 . 


10 A SERMON o 1 COR, XII. 23. 


fruits which we have ſeen over and over, to be con- 


&quent on ſuch ſeparation. 


16, And what a grievous ſtumbling-block muſt theſe ö | 
things be, to thoſe who are without? To thoſe who | 


are ſtrangers to Religion? Who have neither the 


form nor the power of godlineſs? How will they 
triumph over theſe once eminent Chriſtians! Ho. 


boldly aſk, „What are they better than us?“ How 


will they harden their hearts more and more againſt 


DO 


the truth, and bleſs themſelves in their wickedneſs? | 
From which poſſibly the example of the Chriſtians i 
might have reclaimed them, had they continued un- 
blameable in their behaviour. Such is the complica- | 
ted miſchief which perſons ſeparating from a Chriſtian 
Church or Society do, not only to themſelves, but to 
that whole Society, and to the whole world in general. Wi 
17. But perhaps ſuch perſons will ſay, „We did 
not do this willingly; we were conſtrained to ſeparate | 
from the Society, becauſe we could not continue there- i 
in With a clear conſcience; we could not continue | 
withoutiſin, I was not allowed to continue therein, with i 
out breaking a commandment of Goo.” If this was the 
eaſe, you could not be blamed for ſeparating from that 
ſociety, Suppoſe, for inſtance, you were a member 
of the Church of Rome, and you could not remain 
therein, without committing idolatry, without wor- 
ſhipping of idols, whether images or ſaints and angels, 
then it would be your bounden duty to leave that 
Community, totally- to ſeparate from it, Suppoſe you 
could not remain in the Church of England, without 
doing ſomething which the word of Gop forbids, or 
omitting ſomething which the word of Gop poſitively 
commands: if this were the caſe (but bleſſed be Gos, 
it is not) you ought to ſeparate from the Church of i 
England. I will make the caſe my own. I am now, 
and have been from my youth, a member and a Minis- 
ter of the Church of England. And I have no defire | 
nor deſign to feparate from it, till my ſoul ſeparates | 
from my body. Yet if I was not permitted to remain 
therein, without. omitting what Gop requires me to 


do, it would then become meet, and right, and my 
bounden duty to ſeparate from it without delay. To 


be more particular, I know, Gop has committed to | 
me, a diſpenſation of the Goſpel, Yea, and my own 


falvation : 


"By 
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faivation depends upon preaching it: Woe is me, if 
preach not the Goſpel, If then I could not remain in 
the Church without omitting this, without deſiſting 
From preaching the Goſpel, I ſhould be under a ne- 


 Feffity of ſeparating from it, or loſing my own ſoul, 


In like manner, if I could not continue united to any 
[ſmaller Society, Church, or body of Chriſtians, with- 
put committing ſin, without lying and hypocriſy, with- 
put preaching to others doctrines which I did not my- 
elf believe, I ſhould be under an abſolute neceſlity of 
Feparating from that Society. And in all theſe caſes 
the fin of Separation, with all the evils conſequent 
upon it, would not lie upon me, but upon thoſe who, 
FKonſtrained me to make that Separation, by requiring 
Sf me ſuch terms of communion, as I could not in 
Fonlcience comply with. But ſetting aſide this caſe, 
uppoſe the Church or Society to which I am now uni- 
Red does not require me to do any thing which the 
Scripture forbids, or to omit any thing which the 
Scripture enjoins, it is then my ny aa a duty to 
continue therein. And if I ſeparate from it, without 
any ſuch neceſlity, I am juſtly chargeable, (whether I 
foreſaw them or no) with all the evils conſequent upon 
Nhat Separation. | of 
18. I have ſpoke the more explicitly upon this head, 
pecauſe it is ſo little underſtood ; becauſe fo many ot 


- hoſe who profeſs much Religion, nay, and really enjoy 


z meaſure. of it, have not the leaſt conception of this 
matter, neither imagine ſuch a Separation to be any ſin 
at all. They leave a Chriſtian Society with as much 
Ainconcern, as they go out of one room into another, 
They give occaſion to all this complicated miſchief; 
and wipe their mouth, and ſay they have dene no evil! 
Whereas they are juſtly chargeable. before Gop and 
man, both with an action that is evil in itſelf, and with 
Þ11 the evil conſequences which may be expected to 
I os to themſelves, to their brethren, and to the 
World. 5 5 ES 


19, I intreat you therefore, my Brethren, on 3 


Fear Gov, and have a deſire to pleaſe him, all that wiſh 
to have a conſcicnce void of offence, toward God and 
toward man ; think not ſo ſlightly of this matter, but 
conſider it calmly, Do not raſhly tear aſunder the ſa- 
gcred ties, which unite you to any Chriſtian Society, 4 
Ibis indeed is not of ſo much conſequence to you who 
— RO ER „ 
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are only a nominal Chriſtian; For you are not now vitally 
united to any ef the members of- Chriſt. Though yon 
are called a Chriſtian, you are not really a member bf 
any Chriſtian Church. But if you are a living member, 
if you live the life that is hid with "Chriſt in God, then 
take care how you rend the body of Chriſt, by ſepara- 
ting from your brethren. It is a thipg evil in itſelf. 
It is a ſore evil in its conſequences. O have pity upon 
yourſelf! Have pity on your brethren ! Have pity upon 
the world of the ungodly! Do not lay more ſtumb- 
ling-blocks in the way of theſe for whom:Chrift died. 
20. But if you are afraid, and that not without rea- 
fon, of Schiſm, improperly ſo called; how much more 
afraid will you be, if your conſcience is tender, of 
Schiſm, in the proper ſcriptural ſenfe ? O beware, I 
will not ſay of forming, but of countenancing, or abetting 
any Parties in a Chriſtian Society! Never encourage, 
much leſs cauſe either by word or action, any Diviſton 
therein, In the nature of things, there muſt Herefie: 
N [Diviſons!] among you; but keep thyſelf pure Leave 
off Contention before it be meddled with: ſhun the 
very beginning of ſtrife. Meddle not with them that 
are given to diſpute, with them that love contention, 
I never knew that remark to fail, „He that loves 
diſpute, does. not love Gop.“ Follow peace with al! 
men, without which you cannot effectually follow 
holineſs, Not only ſeeſ peace, but enſue it; if it feom 
to flee from you, purſue it nevertheleſs. Be not over- 
come of evil ; hut overcome evil with goods, 
21, Happy is he that attains the character of a peace. 
maker in the Church of Gop. Why ſhould you not la- 
bour after this? Be not content, not to ftir up ſtrife; 
but do all that in you lies, to prevent or quench the 
very firſt ſpark of it. Indeed it is far eaſier to prevent 
the flame from breaking out, than to quench it after- 
Wards, However be not afraid to attempt even this; 
the God of peace is on your fide, He will give you 
; . words, and will ſend them to the boart of 
tame hearers. Noli diffidere ; noli difcedere, ſays a pious 
q man: Fac quod in te eft; & Deus allerit bond tuæ vo- 
unkati, „ Do not diſtruſt Him that has all power; 
that has the hearts of all men in his hand, Do what 
in thee lies, and God will be N and bring thy 
good deſires to good effect.' Never be weary, of wells 
doing: in due time thou ſhalt reap,” if thou faint unbt. 
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